
Nursery Curriculum Overview for Lee Chapel Primary School 

 

Lee Chapel Primary School Nursery Curriculum Vision 
At Lee Chapel Primary School, we recognise that a child’s experiences up to the age of five have a huge impact on their future life. We treat children as the individuals they are; celebrating their differences and their strengths, supporting their needs and enabling 

them to reach their full potential. We are passionate about children being happy, confident, well-rounded individuals with a love for learning and believe that the Early Years Foundation Stage is crucial in securing solid foundations that children continue to build upon 

throughout their school life. It is our aim that the children who enter our EYFS develop physically, verbally, cognitively and emotionally whilst embedding a positive attitude to school and a love of learning.  As a result, our curriculums and daily practice are responsive and 

ambitious and are based upon the standards set in the statutory EYFS Framework (2023) and supported by the non-statutory guidance of Development Matters (2023) alongside knowledge of our children, families and local communities. This knowledge is interwoven in 

the seven Areas of Learning and Development, to ensure progress towards meeting the end of year curriculum goals and the end of Reception Early Learning Goals (ELGs) and appropriately prepare them for the start of school. We believe that all children deserve to be 

valued as an individual and we are passionate in allowing all children to achieve their full, unique potential. 

Educational Programmes 
Prime Areas Specific Areas 

Communication & Language Personal, Social & Emotional Physical Literacy Mathematical Understanding the World Expressive Arts & Design 

 

Communication and language is 

integral to our everyday 

practice. Primarily through 

conversation with adults, and 

each other, children develop 

communication skills, explore 

and extend vocabulary, have 

shared experiences and deepen 

understanding. 

 

High quality questioning is used 

during sessions to encourage 

elaboration, clarity of thinking 

and an improved understanding 

and use of vocabulary. Thought 

provoking questions are used to 

challenge children’s thinking.  

 

Through various sized groups 

and contexts, including circle 

time, show and tell and ‘wow 

moments’ children learn to pay 

attention to, respond to and 

question what they hear and 

see. 

 

Children listen and share 

regularly with their peers and 

staff so that, over time, their 

communication skills develop 

within a familiar and safe 

environment. In addition, the 

Rising 4 children make use of the 

school theatre through their 

performing arts sessions, which 

support and encourage speaking 

and listening. 

 

Well planned adult directed 

activities, along with child-led 

play, enable the development of 

children’s vocabulary, along with 

their ability to communicate 

clearly and confidently.  

 

Our main priority is to ensure our 

pupils feel happy, secure and 

supported. We aspire for every 

child to develop a good 

understanding of themselves and 

others so that they can thrive in 

nursery and prepare them for 

school.  

 

Our environment and daily routine 

are designed to promote self-

awareness and self-regulation, as 

well as enabling positive 

relationships to form and 

friendships to thrive. Adults 

facilitate this by supporting 

children to follow class and 

school rules and modelling good 

behaviour. Children’s 

achievements are regularly 

celebrated to instill a sense of 

self worth and a confidence in 

their abilities.  

 

Independence and self-care are 

promoted and developed over 

time. For example, teaching the 

children how to change 

themselves for PE, how to put 

their own coat on and how to 

organise their belongings. Children 

are encouraged to show resilience 

and confidence in their approach 

to new challenges and are well 

supported by a team of highly 

experienced staff to achieve 

their goals.  

 

Children are taught the 

importance of regular exercise 

and its effect on our physical, 

mental and emotional wellbeing. 

They take part in daily physical 

development activities to support 

their fine and gross motor skills.   

 

Children are given opportunities 

to develop their fine motor skills 

through the use of a range of 

tools and activities within 

sessions, continuous provision and 

interventions. 

 

Children take part in ‘Dough 

Disco’ sessions, to develop their 

strength and dexterity in their 

upper bodies, arms, hands and 

fingers which aid the 

development of their pencil grip 

and control.   

 

Children’s lunches are fully 

supported by staff to encourage 

and promote the correct use of 

cutlery.  

 

Children have access to an 

outdoor area within which they 

can explore the climbing frame, 

play throwing and catching games 

and explore ways to move. The 

activities are well-planned and 

varied to suit the needs of all 

children and aid development.  

Systematic synthetic phonics is 

based on Jolly Phonics actions and 

songs to support learning. The 

development of phonological 

awareness is a key priority in 

nursery. Children are involved in 

activities which help them to 

explore the following aspects; 

environmental sounds, rhyme and 

rhythm, alliteration, voice sounds 

and oral blending and segmenting.   

•  

Books are used as teaching tools, 

to enhance vocabulary, 

understanding of language and 

for pleasure. Adults model 

storytelling using texts, their 

imaginations and real-life 

experiences in various contexts. 

Children have the opportunity to 

tell their own stories through 

small-world, role play and story 

sequencing.  

Reading for pleasure is 

encouraged through the use of 

the teacher’s special book box 

and through regular story time.  

 

Writing opportunities are 

incorporated in daily sessions. 

Resources are always available 

within the environment to 

encourage spontaneous mark 

making; children’s attempts and 

creativity are celebrated.  

 

Maths is everywhere! Activities are 

well planned to build on and develop 

children’s learning. Through a wide 

range of resources, children are 

encouraged to explore maths within 

their play.   

 

During sessions, children use a 

combination of concrete 

manipulatives, pictorial 

representations and abstract 

ideas to deepen their 

understanding of number. Children 

are encouraged to talk through 

problems, learning and using new 

mathematical vocabulary and 

developing their reasoning and 

problem-solving skills.  

 

They actively learn to sort, explore, 

compare, count, calculate, 

describe, subitise and manipulate 

numbers through the physical 

resources and activities in their 

environment. 

 

Pupils are also given opportunities 

to develop their spatial reasoning 

and understanding of measure with 

activities such as obstacle courses 

and exploration of sand and water.  

 

Children are encouraged to 

understand number and counting in 

everyday contexts.  

 

 

 

Children are given experiences to 

help develop their awareness, 

understanding, respect and 

appreciation of a world beyond and 

before themselves. 

 

Children are encouraged to notice 

similarities and differences 

between living things, 

environments and other aspects 

of the natural world. 

 

Seasonal walks within the school 

grounds allow children to discover 

seasonal changes in nature.  

 

Children learn about similarities 

and differences in cultures, 

customs and periods of time 

through visits from family and 

community members, as well as a 

permanent domestic role play.  

 

We all tell our own stories and use 

books to learn about others and 

expand our vocabulary.  

 

Celebrations from different 

cultures and religions are taught to 

encourage children to recognise 

that people have different beliefs 

and celebrate special times in 

different ways.  

 

We believe that creative 

expression is a vital outlet for 

developing children’s self-esteem, 

confidence and individuality.  

 

We provide children with a range of 

resources and tools to facilitate this 

through sessions, DT mornings for 

and school productions Rising 4 

children.   

 

 Children have the opportunity to 

share their creations and receive 

peer support.  

 

Children learn stories, rhymes, 

poems and songs. The children 

perform in our theatre for our 

Christmas show. 

 

 Small world and role play activities 

are provided to encourage children 

to create and tell their own stories. 

Mark making is encouraged within the 

role play area to highlight to the 

children how texts is used within our 

daily lives.  

 

Rising 4 children take part in weekly 

performing arts sessions, which 

allows them to build their confidence 

when performing songs and dances.  

 

 



EYFS Curriculum Content 
Each planned topic is included in the curriculum for specific reasons. Each topic has related themes, resources and activities that can be used in enhanced provision alongside those related to need and those 

inspired by the children’s interests. 
Term Autumn Spring Summer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year A  

Animals People Who Help Us 
 

In the Garden 
 

Books Story Activities Books Story Activities Books Story Activities 

• Some Pets 

• Monkey Puzzle 

• Handa’s Surprise 

• The Selfish Crocodile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• To bring in a photo of their 

pet 

• Vets role play 

• To draw a picture of my mum 

• To match baby and adult 

animals 

• To make a monkey mask 

• To paint Handa’s basket of 

fruit 

• Fruit tasting from Handa’s 

basket 

• To draw favourite animal 

from Handa’s Surprise story 

• To match animal to their 

fruit 

• To listen and dance to 

African music 

• Handa’s basket of fruit 

balancing 

• African jewellery making 

• Making Handa’s hut using 

play dough 

• To make a crocodile using 

play dough 

• Crocodile painting 

 

 

 

 

 

• Miss Dose the Doctor’s 

Daughter 

• The Snail and the Whale 

• The Berenstain Bears go to 

the Doctor 

• After the Storm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Doctors role play 

• To make plaster people 

• To design a doctor’s badge 

• If they could travel on a 

whale where would they like 

to go 

• To make our own whale 

using a paper plate 

• Glitter germs, to talk about 

the importance of washing 

our hands 

• Brushing teeth and learning 

about the importance of 

brushing our teeth and 

going to the dentist 

• To design their own 

treehouse for the animals 

• To draw their favourite 

animal from the story 

• Woodland walk searching 

for the animals from the 

story 

• Rain cloud in a cup, children 

to use shaving foam and 

food colouring to make a 

rain cloud and watch as it 

starts to rain 

• Healthy and unhealthy food 

sorting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• What the Ladybird Heard 

• Ben Plants a Butterfly Garden 

• There was an Old Lady Who 

Swallowed a Fly 

• The Very Quiet Cricket 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• To decorate a ladybird 

biscuit 

• Story sequencing 

• To paint a ladybird 

• Reenacting the story using 

masks and props 

• Creating a map of the story 

• To plant butterfly flower 

seeds 

• To learn about the lifecycle 

of a butterfly 

• Caterpillar garden hunt 

• To make a butterfly using 

coffee filters 

• There was an old lady who 

swallowed a fly story sack 

• If I was an old lady I would 

swallow a……. 

• To draw their favourite 

character from the story 

• Very quiet cricket story time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Year B 

At the Farm Food At the Seaside 

Books Story Activities Books Story Activities Books Story Activities 

• Spot Goes to the Farm 

• Farmyard Hullabaloo 

• Farmer Duck 

• What animals does Spot see 

at the farm 

• To make a tractor 

• Milking a cow 

• Sheep shearing 

• To draw favourite farm 

animal 

• Washing muddy farm animals 

• To make a farm animal mask 

• Exploring farm animal noises 

• To draw their favourite farm 

animal 

• Farm positional language 

• Animal gross motor 

movement game 

 

• The Enormous Turnip 

• The Runaway Pancake 

• The Tiger Who Came to 

Tea 

 

• Planting vegetable seeds 

and learning how to care 

for them 

• To decorate a turnip using 

different resources 

• Size ordering turnips 

• Pancake flipping and tasting 

• To have a tea party with 

their friends 

• What the Ladybird Heard at 

the Seaside 

• Commotion in the Ocean 

• Rainbow Fish 

• To deke a playdough mermaid 

and decorate with glitter and 

sequins 

• Design a deckchair 

• Coral reef making using 

different resources 

• To make and decorate a 

handprint crab  

• Decorating a fish using paint 

and bubble wrap 

• To discuss sharing with our 

friends 

 

 

 

Enrichment Activities 

• Design Technology morning 

• Little Urchins professional 

photoshoot 

 

• Christmas show 

• Christmas party 

• Christmas bazaar 

• Visit to Santa 

• Christmas ‘sparkle’ Day 

• Christmas jumper Day 

•  

• Character dress up day 

• Pyjama day 

• Design Technology 

morning 

• Design Technology morning 

• Little Urchins professional 

Graduation photo shoot 

• Summer Fete 

• Move up morning (rising 

4s) and taster sessions 

(rising 3s) 

• Nursery Graduation 

(rising 4s) 

 

 

 

 

Celebrations/ 

Awareness Days 

Halloween 

Music Celebration Week 

 

 

 

Black History Month 

Diwali 

Bonfire Night 

Remembrance 

Children in Need 

King Charles III Birthday 

 

 

 

 

New Year 

Safer Internet Day 

Valentine’s Day 

Chinese New Year 

 

 

Shrove Tuesday 

World Book Day 

Mothers’ Day 

 

 

Easter 

Ramadan 

Eid-al-Fitr 

St. George’s Day 

 

Fathers’ Day 

 

 
 
 

Term Autumn Spring Summer 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Rules, responsibilities, reward, 

golden rules 

Autumn, seasons, change, 

difference, Diwali, 

remembrance, Christmas, 

Christianity 

Resolution, wish, achieve, 

winter, seasons 

Spring, growth, hatch, life 

cycle, bloom, bud, seasons, 

Easter, Christianity,  

Ramadan, Islam, Eid al-Fitr, 

birthday, St George 

Summer, seasons, change, 

caterpillar, butterfly, 

chrysalis, seaside, sea, sand, 

beach, shells, worries, change 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C&L 

• Explore songs and music 

• Explore and discuss their emotions 

• Listen to simple stories and show understanding of 

what is happening with the help of pictures 

• Listen to and following one step instructions  

• Listen for short periods on the carpet to direct 

teaching and at story time 

• Join in with repetitive and familiar stories 

• Wait our turn to talk 

• Use talk to meet our needs 

• Share key information about ourselves and our 

family members  

• Talk about our favourite things – show and tell 

• Circle times to share our ‘wow moments’  

 

• Listen to and follow two step instructions  

• To begin to use longer sentences 

• Develop back-&-forth conversations  

• Join in with rhyming in familiar stories  

• Develop back-and-forth interactions; showing more 

interest in others’ talk, listening to what they say 

• Acquire new, subject-specific vocabulary 

 

 

 

• Listen to and following instructions such as get your 

coat, bag and sit the carpet 

• To use a wider range of vocabulary 

• To be able to express a point of view and discuss 

their thoughts and opinions 

• Understand ‘why’ questions 

• Start a conversation with an adult or peers and 

continue for many turns 

• Sing a large range of songs 

• Use talk to organise themselves during their play 

• Comment on and ask questions about favourite things, 

discussing with others in a group 

• Explore and discuss the environment around us 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core Nursery Rhymes & Songs 

Wind the Bobbin Up 

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star 

Humpty Dumpty 

Incy Wincy Spider 

I had a Tiny Turtle 

If you are happy and you know it 

Row, Row, Row Your Boat 

The Wheels on the Bus 

A Sailor went to Sea Sea Sea 

Hickory Dickory Dock 

I’m a Little Teapot 

Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes 

Old MacDonald had a Farm 

Baa Baa Black Sheep 

Down in the Jungle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSED 

• Leave parent/carer at the classroom door and be 

comforted by their key person 

• Develop friendships with other children 

• Learn to use the toilet with help 

• Get to know teachers and support staff and feel safe with 

them 

• Understand who trusted adults are in my life 

• Follow simple instructions  

• Learn about the Golden Rules and how to follow them 

• Learn about our class points and our star of the week 

prizes 

• Play alongside and with new friends 

• Play with a variety of children and resources 

• Stay safe at Bonfire Night 

• Share how I’m feeling with familiar people 

• Begin to use the toilet independently 

• Play with confidence with their peers and adults 

• Begin changing for PE with support 

• Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people in the 

setting 

• Show more confidence in new social situations 

• Collect and eat my lunch at school 

• Develop strategies for solving conflict with others 

• Develop friendships with children from other nursery 

classes in the playground 

 

 

 

• Follow more complex instructions from familiar adults 

• To change for PE with more independence 

• To be fully independent with their self-care, using the 

toilet and washing their hands 

• Share their likes and dislikes with their peers and adults 

• Understand that others may be feeling differently to us 

and begin to respect that 

• Understand and describe what we can do to look after our 

bodies and minds 

• Share what they are looking forward to when they move to 

Reception 

• Move up morning to meet their new teacher and explore 

their new classroom environment 

• Discuss what they would like to be when they grow up 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical 

• Begin to develop co-ordination 

• Begin to use the stairs independently 

• Clap and stamp to music 

• Gain control of their bodies with large movement such as 

waving, kicking, rolling and walking 

• Begin to start kicking, throwing and catching balls 

• Build independently with a range of different resources 

• To use large and small motor skills to do things 

independently such as buttons, zips and pouring drinks 

• Develop manipulation and control of different resources 

• Move bodies confidently & safely within a new environment 

• To use push along and wheeled toys such as scooters and 

bikes 

• Exploration of sand and water 

• Mark making and using small tools safely e.g. scissors and 

paint brushes 

• Start eating independently and learning how to use a fork 

• Learn actions for songs and nursery rhymes 

• Colouring activities 

 

 

• To use large and small motor skills to do things 

independently such as buttons, zips and pouring drinks 

• Begin to mark make letters of the alphabet 

• Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding 

pens and pencils 

• Show a preference for a dominant hand 

• Remember sequences and patterns of movements to 

music and rhythm 

• Use cutlery safely and securely 

• Find our favourite ways to move within environment 

(indoors and outdoors) being mindful of others 

• Use large outdoor equipment to balance, jump and climb 

with increasing confidence 

• Play more structured outdoor games using selected 

equipment 

• Form recognisable letters of the alphabet  

• Weekly dance sessions in the theatre  

• Weekly PE lessons in the sports hall 

• Creating DT projects 

• Colouring activities  

• Exploration of sand and water 

• To use large and small motor skills to do things 

independently such as buttons, zips and pouring drinks 

• Form recognisable letters of our name  

• Begin to find different ways to travel over, under and 

through; negotiating space safely and confidently 

• Make up own outdoor games using own choices of equipment 

• Creating DT projects 

• Confidently use cutlery safely and securely 

• Colouring activities  

• Exploration of sand and water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy 

• Name recognition 

• To explore environmental sounds 

• Enjoy songs and rhymes 

• Enjoy sharing books with an adult 

• Develop their play around their favorite stories, using 

different props 

• Enjoy drawing freely and making marks 

• Give meaning to the marks they make 

• Make marks for letters of their name 

• Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories 

• Reading for pleasure – sharing stories of the teacher’s 

• Special book box during circle time 

 

• Name recognition 

• To explore environmental sounds 

• Enjoy sharing books with independently and with their 

friends 

• Story sequencing 

• Notice some print such as the first letter of their 

name 

• Develop their phonological awareness 

➢ To spot and suggest rhymes 

➢ Count and clap syllables in words 

➢ To recognise words with the same initial sound 

• To extend their vocabulary with regard to stories, 

learning new vocabulary 

• Write some letters of their name 

• Write some letters accurately 

• Read stories as a class/groups & support attention and 

recall 

• Read stories and poems with rhymes and repeated 

refrains and encourage children to join in 

• Reading for pleasure – sharing stories from the 

teacher’s special book box during circle time 

• Name recognition 

• To explore environmental sounds 

• Enjoy sharing books with independently and with their 

friends 

• Understand that print has meaning 

• Develop an understanding that we read print from left to 

right 

• When sharing books with class and small groups, to be able 

to answer simple questions 

• Read stories as a class/groups & support attention and 

recall 

• Read stories and poems with rhymes and repeated refrains 

and encourage children to join in 

• Reading for pleasure – sharing stories of the teacher’s 

special book box during circle time 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

 

• Stacking blocks 

• Number recognition 

• Develop counting behaviour such as making sounds, pointing 

or saying numbers in sequence 1,2,3,4,5  

• Compare amounts such as more or less 

• Explore and notice patterns 

• Build with a range of resources 

• Complete puzzles 

 

• Positional language  

• Number recognition 

• Recite numbers past 5 

• Say a number for each item in order 1,2,3,4,5 

• To know that the last number reached when counting a 

small set of objects tells you how many there are in 

total (cardinal principle) 

• Show finger numbers up to 5 

• Number ordering 

• Exploring 2D shapes 

• Number rhymes using fingers to show amounts 

• Match and sort 

• Subitising numbers up to 3 

• Making pairs 

• Compare sizes such as big and little 

• Create alternate patterns 

• Begin to describe a sequence of events 

  

• Exploring 2D and 3D shapes 

• Subitising numbers up to 5 

• Counting beyond 10 

• Number recognition 

• Number ordering 

• Show finger numbers past 5 

• Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, 

weight and capacity 

• Combine shapes to make new ones 

• Extend alternate patterns 

• Notice and correct an error in repeating patterns 

 

   

     

 

 

 

Counting Songs and Rhymes 

Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed 

Five Little Ducks Went Swimming One Day 

One Finger, One Thumb Keep Moving 

Two Little Dickie Birds 

Five Little Men in a Flying Saucer 

One, Two Buckle My Shoe 

Five Little Speckled Frogs 

Five Currant Buns 

1,2,3,4,5 Once I Caught a Fish Alive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding the World 

• Make connections between the features of their family and 

others 

• Repeat actions that have an effect 

• Explore natural materials indoors and outside 

• Notice differences between people 

• Notice, observe & describe seasonal changes 

 

 

• To use all their senses, in hands-on exploration of 

natural materials 

• Explore collections of materials with similar and/or 

different properties 

• Talk about what we see using a wide range of vocabulary 

• Show interest in different occupations 

• Explore how things work 

• Understand different religious and cultural 

celebrations 

• Talk & share past & present events in own lives & family 

members 

• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for 

the natural environment and all living things 

• Celebrate differences between people and learn how 

everyone should be treated fairly 

• Explore similarities and differences between our lives 

and the lives of others 

• Notice and observe the changes in the seasons 

 

• Plants seeds and care for growing plants 

• Understand the key features of a lifecycle of a plant and 

an animal 

• Talk about the differences between materials and changes 

that we notice 

• Notice and observe the changes in the seasons 

• Understand different religious and cultural celebrations 

• Celebrate differences between people and learn how 

everyone should be treated fairly 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts & Design 

• Show attention to sounds and music 

• Move and dance to music 

• Anticipate actions and phrases in rhymes 

• Join in with songs and rhymes 

• Explore their voices and enjoy making sounds 

• Explore a range of musical instruments 

• Start to make marks intentionally 

• Explore paint using brushes, hands and other tools 

• Express ideas and feelings through the marks we make 

• Enjoy taking part in action songs, such as, Twinkle, Twinkle 

Little Star  

• Start to develop pretend play, pretending one object 

represents another 

• Explore different materials using all their senses to 

investigate them 

• Make simple models which express their ideas 

• Learn songs for our Christmas show 

 

• Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to 

represent something else 

• Begin to develop complex stories using small world, such 

as animals, dolls and dolls houses 

• Explore different materials freely  

• Develop their own ideas and then decide which 

materials to use to express them 

• Explore colour and colour mixing 

• Use scissors, glue, different materials to create own 

pictures  

• Dance to our favourite music 

 

 

• Join different materials and explore different textures 

• To use shapes to represent objects 

• Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as using a 

circle for a face 

• Use drawing to represent ideas 

• Show different emotions within their drawings, like happy, 

sad etc. 

• Remember and sing entire songs 

• Play instruments with increasing control 

 

 

 


